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Notes from the President

 January, 7 2011
New Year

Happy New Year to everyone.  The 2011 booking season is well on its way and if December is any indication, we are looking for a strong January.  December ended as the top December ever for Outdoor Connection and we hope that is an indicator of things to come here in 2011.  Just like you, we are ready for things to get back towards what we considered normal for so many years.  Here’s to a banner 2011 for each and every one of you.

Montana License Info

Mary Ellen Schnur of Monte's Guiding & Mountain Outfitting recently sent us the following message which gives a pretty good account of how the new tags system is going to work in Montana:

Marc,
Here's an update on changes to our schedule, and changes to Montana's big game licenses:
We've had to adjust our big game rifle schedule by a day for each hunt.  Each hunt will begin on a Saturday, and end on a Thursday.  The dates will be Oct. 22-27, Oct.29-Nov. 3, Nov. 5-10, Nov. 12-17, Nov.18-22 (The last hunt will be Fri..-Tues., because of Thanksgiving.  We will consider taking a trophy deer hunter for the last three days of the season, after Thanksgiving.)  I realize you've already published the original dates I sent you.  I apologize for the late change.  As you know, this year was the first year Montana opened season on a Saturday (after we had all our hunts scheduled); having gone through the 2010 season, we realized we'd have to make adjustments to our typical schedule to cover weekends differently.

With the passage of Citizen Initiative 161, all nonresident licenses will be issued through a drawing.  Because of the significant price increase over last year's drawing licenses, Montana's outfitting industry anticipates that drawing odds will be very good this year.  Montana's nonresident big game license prices will be: $912.00 for big game combo (elk, deer, small game, fish); $812.00 for elk combo (elk, small game, fish); $542.00 for deer combo (deer, small game, fish).   
Applications will be available in January.  Deadline to apply is March 15.  Drawing will be April 15.  Nonresident youth license will be $458.50, available first-come, first-serve after April 15.  Parent or guardian must have an elk or deer license prior to youth applying.

Some people will not want to commit to booking a hunt until they draw a license.  We refund all deposits in full if a person is unsuccessful in a drawing for license.  If they want a particular hunt, they have to confirm with deposit.  It is to their advantage to reserve their chosen hunt early.
What does this mean?  It means that the 5,000+ outfitter sponsored tags from the year’s past will now go into the pool with all non resident tags.  There is also an increase in the cost of the deer and elk tags versus the normal non resident drawing from year’s past.  However, these increased prices will still be less than what the outfitter sponsored tags were before (hope that makes sense).  In essence, if you or your client were buying outfitter sponsored tags before (and 90% of OC bookings were) then the cost will actually be less but, you will be in a drawing with no guaranteed tags.  For an example: general draw elk tags in 2010 were $628.  Outfitter sponsored tags (guaranteed) were $1,250.  Now, in 2011 the tags will cost $812 and will all be drawn.
For more info, check out Montana’s web site:

http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/licenses/initiative161.html
NRA Show 2011

This year the National Rifle Association show is being held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on April 29-May 1, 2011.  We are looking for 3 to 4 OC sales agents who are interested in working the OC booth.  Outdoor Connection has a double booth (10x20) and has been present in this show for over 10 years.  Ron Diersen (KY) has reserved one spot and we would like to have at least two more agents to work the show.  The cost to do so is $500 per agent for the three day show.  If you are interested, please let me know as soon as possible.  Last year in Charlotte, the show drew over 72,000 attendees.   For more info or details, shoot Ron an email.
Booth for Sale

Anyone looking to upgrade their trade show booth backdrop should contact Scott Ellyson (TX).  Scott has a pop up booth just like the one we use here at corporate.  Scott is no longer going to work shows so he is interested in selling the booth.  Cost new is $2,500 or so.  Scott says he’ll take $1,000.  You can reach Scott at 214-263-9374.
Let’s Talk Caribou

I am sure by now many of you are starting to hear all of the rumors regarding caribou hunting in Quebec and Labrador.  I’ll try to give you as much detail as I can as there is still more to come on the final story.  As of this past fall, Labrador suspended non resident caribou hunting and cut the bag limit to one for residents.  Quebec held a meeting on Dec 21, in which they discussed their future of caribou hunting.  The meeting was with representatives of the Quebec Outfitters Association, Quebec Wildlife, which is charged with managing all game species, and the signatories of the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement, including the Quebec government, and representatives of the Inuit communities and Cree and Naskapi Native Communities.   The meeting ended with no decision being made as to what to do in 2011 and beyond.  The word is that these parties will meet again sometime here in January.

That being said, what I am hearing is that hunting the Leaf River herd will continue although tags numbers and bag limits might be lowered.  Hunting the George River herd could have the same results or could be cancelled all together.  One way or the other, I cannot recommend right now that any OC client books a hunt where the outfitter is selling the George River herd hunts.  This would include Safari Nordik although they now have camps that hunt the Leaf River herd as well.  

Hunts being booked with Leaf River Outfitters appear safe at this point as does obviously any caribou bookings to Manitoba, Alaska, the Yukon, etc.  

Today we asked Ken Gangler for an update on his caribou hunts (Gangler’s Can Sub Arctic Hunts) and here was his reply:

The first week was very slow but then we got slammed by a good chunk of the herd. Shot many beauties, including a monster that officially scored B&C 395. That may be the biggest Central barren-ground caribou in NA for 2010. Still got openings for 2011. It is still $ 6,495, and is now a 7 day trip – 6+ days hunting.
Ken
I’ll keep you posted on what I am hearing and anyone with info you obtain, feel free to share on the Agent’s Forum.

Reports and Openings

Bear Creek Outfitters in Colorado is undergoing a name change and a 50% ownership change.  Kip is no longer with Tim at Bear Creek.  Here is a message they have sent us:

Hello my name is Jim Jones.
        Tim O'Hagan and I are partners in Colorado Hunting Adventures llc.
This newly formed entity has acquired all the interests in Bear Creek Outfitters.
As we move forward in this venture, our goal is to provide an excellent atmosphere for hunters as well as summer enthusiasts.  In the spring we will be breaking ground on a new 5,000 sq. ft lodge at Bear Creek.  The new facility will provide a more comfortable stay for our clients. The future plans are to
incorporate fishing, horseback riding, ATV trips and snowmobiling.  If you have any questions or would like to follow our progress, feel free to contact us.
or visit us online. We can also be followed on face book.
Thank you for your continued support. We hope to see all of you up on the hill.
Thanks, 

Jim
----------
Message from Heartland Lodge:
1)      We have spots open for our first gun season in 2011. These normally sell out before the season is over the year before, but with the hot weather this year we had several not rebook. Also, I think next year is going to be a banner year because of the warm weather during the gun season this year. Many bucks made it through to next year.2)      We are also bringing back our book 6 hunts get one free promotion for 2011 on all hunts (upland, deer, turkey, etc.)
We are excited for the 2011 season! Our prebookings are up and we want to have a great year!! Also a reminder that our winter upland hunts are much less than our fall hunts but receive the great same hunt, accommodations and meals.

Gary Harpole

Harpole's Heartland Lodge

www.Heartlandlodge.com
Again, we wish each of you a wonderful 2011 and we are right here fighting through these tough times with you.  The indicators are there though that we might all once again be back to where we want in 2011.  Stay in touch and let us know if there is anything we can help you with this year.
In the Outdoors,
Marc Glades
