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Notes from the President

 October 27, 2006
Business Topics
Trademark Issues:

Some of you have recently sent notices to us that you have seen advertisements for a company going by Outdoor Connect and operating a web site under the site www.outdoorconnect.com.  I wanted to take a minute here to pass this update along in so you know what we are doing to react to the situation.  We first became aware of this company approximately eight weeks ago.  We notified our trademark attorney with the information we had available to us.  As with many companies who start a web site it was very hard to contact them as we sent certified mailings and could not even get the response cards back from those.  Our attorney finally made contact (he is Italian and I didn’t ask him how he got trough) with them and demanded they cease and desist with the web site and the use of the name Outdoor Connect.  They now sent us notification that they will be ceasing their use of the name and the site.  Thanks to those of you who made us aware of this company so that we could appropriately deal with them.

Big Game Adventures:
It is time again for a reminder to go out that we need articles for BGA from you and your client’s hunts this fall.  OC owns the rights to eight articles in each issue and to date we have only used one in each issue since we bought those rights 18 months ago.  If you need information about this program ask me but, we need to start utilizing this program more effectively as the company spent a great deal of money to bring this program to all franchise owners.  Remember, you pay nothing to submit the article and if it runs you have a four to five page article about you and your client which ends with your contact information.  It doesn’t get any easier or cheaper than that.  You can also see BGA’s web site at www.bgamag.com and click the “submissions” button for more information on articles.  Pictures of the hunt play an important role so make sure you are taking hi res shots and that you recommend the same of your clients.
Welcome
Outdoor Connection would like to welcome the following new franchise owner to the OC team.  
Donovan Palmer

Kelowna, British Columbia 

250-317-6764

dlp195@shaw.ca
Donovan is also owner of Pink Mountain Outfitters in British Columbia.  Welcome aboard Donovan.

Trip Reports
The following messages came in this week regarding recent trips:
Report from Chris Todd (MD): - be sure to see Chris’s great pics in the Red Bluff photo album on the agent’s side.
I just returned from Red Bluff Lodge this past Friday. I stayed for 6 days and had a great experience. The owner is very knowledgeable and was hands on from making coffee in the morning to quartering and packing your meat for the drive home. I didn’t harvest a hog while I was there, but did harvest a 175# 8-point on Monday morning and a Doe. Multiple Hogs and Deer were harvested each day. This outfitter is a great destination for the Turkey hunter as well. I saw birds each day. The most I saw at one time was 35 and some smaller flocks of large toms (10-12inch beards). This is a great destination for the experienced hunter, the First time hunter, families and those who just wish to unwind and relax. They will be breaking ground for their new lodge by Thanksgiving 2006, a 5,000+Sq.ft Lodge with 7 bedrooms and 7.5 baths, computer room and a Conference room.

Chris Todd
Report from Nic Spallas (AZ) from his hunters who just hunted antelope with Whispering Pine:
NIC,

MY SON AND I BOTH GOT 15 IN. BUCKS.WE HAD A VERY GOOD TIME HUNTING THEM.  DAVE FLEMING IS A FRIENDLY AND KNOWLEDGEABLE GUIDE.  LET ME KNOW IF YOU RECEIVE MY SURVEY.  NEXT YEAR WE MAY WANT TO HUNT MUEL DEER IN WYOMING.  LET ME KNOW WHAT YOU HAVE ON THAT.

                                                                                THANKS

                                                                              STEVE & PATRICK
Outfitter / Lodge Info.
Message from Johan Strydom:

Dear Friend,

I have 4 Small cat hunts left for 2006 and 2 for early 2007. We killed over 70 cats this season with clients that include Caracal, Serval, African Wild cat, Genet and Leopards. Our success rates were 92% for 2006 so far this season.

This is a bargain of a life time to fill up these late openings. Hunt 7 days for the small cats for only $3000.00 including trophy fee and daily rate for one hunter. Add more days for only $200.00 per day. Many plains game species can be hunted on the same hunt. I can send you references to call about this hunt.
 

Looking forward to hunt with you soon.
 

Regards
JOHAN STRYDOM
Web site: www.africancats-hounds.co.za
Due to lack of communication and other issues we have experienced the past few months with Happy Landing Lodge we will no longer be offering their services until further notice.  We will be discussing the future with them sometime after November 18th when they finish their season. 
In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades

President
