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Notes from the President

 October 20, 2006
Welcome
Outdoor Connection would like to welcome the following new franchise owners to the OC team.

Hal Graff




Chad Frank
Bloomington, Illinois



Gillett, Wisconsin

309-829-6141



920-619-1476

sec26para5@yahoo.com 


5franks@centurytel.net
Inspection Reports
The following inspection reports have now been posted:

Johan Strydom – 

Bob Hanson (WY)

Battle Pass Outfitters –
Johnny Wellman (IL)

Onaman River Resort – 
Chris Lemke (MN) and Nic Spallas (AZ)
Trip Reports
The following messages came in this week regarding recent trips:
Message from Jay Trudell (WI):

We just got back from Heartland Lodge on Monday, what a great trip! I'll send more on our trip a little later with pictures of the buck my brother got. I do want to let you know that they are offering a special until Oct 31st. You can book at 2006 prices less an additional 5% for any 2007 hunts. They require 25% down now and I'm not sure when they would like the additional 25%, probably 1st of the year. They told us about it while we were there and now have it posted on their web site. Please pass along to the rest of the guys and have them contact me if they have any questions about deer hunting at Heartland Lodge. It's a wonderful trip. Thanks! 

Jay Trudell

----------------------------------------------------------------------
Johnny Wellman (IL) just had a client return from am elk hunt at Boulder Lake Lodge in Wyoming.  Even though the guy chose to shoot a spike bull he still filed a report.  Here is what Johnny had to say:

Hello Marc,

   It looks like Boulder Lake is still a quality destination for us to send our hunters. I know this guy worked very hard getting ready for this trip physically and could shoot a baseball at 200 yards plus and could recite the ballistic capability of the 325wsm bullets he was shooting. Then he shoots a spike bull the first day of the hunt.  I guess it's too bad we can't go on the hunt also.

Johnny Wellman

October 16th 2006
Johnny,

I just wanted to let you know about the fine experience I had at Boulder Lake Lodge in Wyoming this October.
As you know this was my first Elk hunt and first hunt out west.
Eric & Kathy Sechrist were great hosts and were very accommodating. The guides were very knowledgeable and patient with my level of experience. The food was excellent and was second to none. I was impressed with the great effort all the staff made to make everyone safe and comfortable.
I did harvest a Spike Elk my first day out and I'm sure if had been more patient with the weather I may have harvested a real trophy because they are there.  But this gives me a reason to go back because I have no where to go but up from here.
Anyway I had a great time and wanted you know I would recommend the services of Boulder Lake Lodge and The Outdoor Connection to anyone wanting some adventure.
Thank You!
Bob Creel 

Whoops, I forgot to mention how well their horses & stock behaved. After a couple hours of riding I had confidence in their ability to navigate the rugged mountain terrain. This made the trip more pleasurable because I was a little intimidated by the terrain at first. Their horses were also very well taken care of.
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Message from Steve Ellenson (MN):

Here are a couple of pics (see below) from Kevin and his son Sam that hunted with
Brad at Calamity Creek the first week of October.  Sam connected on
this nice 6x6, but Dad wasn't so lucky.  Kevin had nothing but great
things to say about Brad and his whole operation up there at Calamity
Creek.  He did mention he was a little disappointed in the numbers of
Elk seen, but noted that it sounded like the Elk weren't cooperating
no matter where you were.
Kevin was very proud to witness his son take his first Elk, and Brad
and his guides made them feel at home from the moment they got there.
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Message from Gerald Sampen (IL)

Marc:

 

I contacted each of two groups who just returned.  I had good news and bad news.

 

The three couples, who returned from Big Bass combo dove and bass trip, hit

the transition period ending white wing peak and starting morning dove.  The fishing was off with night fishing better.  Bottom line, they harvested a good number of birds, but not "gang busters".  Also rainy weather just before they arrived.  They caught some fish with a couple 6 pounders. It seems the ladies caught the two big ones.  They report they had a good time, service was great, good food, and hospitality and are ready to try Argentina.

 

The bad news:  My five guys returned from an archer mule deer hunt with Hidden Valley in N. Dakota.  Report the worst trip he has ever had or could imagine.  Reports seven guys cramped into a small shed with one bath.  Not even enough room to prepare their food.  They said the numbers of buck and size horns Tracy W raved about were not there.  My group and two other hunters saw a few so-so bucks at 170 yards, dozens of does at 20 yards.  One fella in the other group finally shot a button buck and went home.  My head guy said he didn't think they had any perception of bow hunting.  
 

Gerald

We will be in contact with Hidden Valley regarding this report.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Message from Ron Diersen (KY):
I wanted to let you know that Striper fishing on the Cumberland is fantastic.  Tina, Kathy, and I had a great time with Rick at Striper Madness.  It took us less than 1 hour to catch our daily limit.  As you can tell from the pictures, we had a great time. 

 

Ron
Great Offers
Sagebrush Hunts in Kansas has two rifle whitetail hunts open for this fall.  They have two landowner tags and will include these tags with the hunts.  The hunts will cost $3,500 each and will include the tags (they are normally $3,500 without tags) and they will pay 15% commission on $3,000 of each hunt.
Byers Outfitting in Ohio still has a few openings for archery hunts.  Here are the dates they have open: December 4th-8th, 11th-15th, and 18th-22nd.

Rocky Woodford just had a cancellation for the opening weekend of whitetail (rifle) season.  They have four spots open and need at least three to open camp.  

Set The TIVO


OC franchise owner and Hawghunter Guide Service captain, Frank Carbone (FL) will be featured on the OLN (now Versus) Network this month.  Here is a message from Frank:

My next show will air Oct. 30 Monday on Vs. (Formally OLN) at 7:30 AM & 1:30 PM. I will be in the Everglades fishing for largemouth.

Frank
Have a great weekend and those of you in areas where hunting season is open – get to the WOODS!

In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
President
