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Notes from the President

 June 04, 2007
Illinois Bow Hunt Inspection Trip
The inspection trip to Common Thread Farms has been set for mid Oct. (5 day whitetail hunt).  Cost is $300 per franchise owner (25% of the regular cost of $1,200).  Hunts are semi guided and do not included meals but, include all lodging and over 1,000 acres to hunt.  If you are interested in this offer you need to let me know ASAP as tags in IL just became available.  I would like to fill this trip this week.  
2007 Convention

We have confirmed six top notch outfitters/lodge owners for this year’s convention.  They are:  Safari Nordik, Calamity Creek, Sprucewood Lodge/Nushagak River Lodge, Kasba Lake Lodge, Heartland Lodge, and Battle Pass Outfitting.  
Dave Powers (OC-OH) is looking for someone to share a room at the convention.  Please contact Dave directly or the office.
Lodges, Captains and Outfitters
I have just finished working with Dan Reyes of Ridgeline Outfitters (www.ridgelineoutfitters.com) to bring their hunts to our approved list.  Dan has been guiding in New Mexico and Arizona for big game (mostly elk) for 15 years.  They hunt the Gila and Lincoln National Forests in New Mexico as well as, the Ruidoso and Cloudcroft areas.  These are all quality areas for elk.  They offer antelope in the Clayton area on a couple of leases.  Their Arizona hunts are state wide depending on which unit the client draws.  Dan is a native Arizonan and has hunted and guided in both states since he was 18.  I have other notes on their hunt areas that will be included in the posting on the agent’s side.  We will earn 15% commission on their guiding fee for each of the hunts (antelope will be on $2,250) and we will inspect this fall on an archery or muzzleload elk hunt as he still has access to landowner tags in the Gila for those weapons.  They still have spots available in the Gila for us to sell too.  Landowner tags are $3,500 for archery and muzzleloader.  We now have elk hunts in New Mexico to sell for this fall with Ridgeline, Double G and Pusch Ridge – let’s get them sold!

------------
Flying B Ranch has six remaining hunts available for spring black bear. These are two-on-one guided hunts over bait, based from the 14 guest room lodge; rooms are single occupancy. Here are the dates: 

 Arrive: Sunday, June 17, 2007 - Hunt: June 18-22 - Depart: Saturday, June 23, 2007
They would prefer a minimum of four hunters for this hunt, and the price is $4,000.00 per hunter. A two bear limit is in effect, and there are no trophy fees. About 40% of the bears in the area are brown color phase, ranging from dark chocolate to blonde. This is an "any weapon" hunt. As always, they are prepared to accommodate hunters with special needs regarding mobility, etc. 

------------
Ron with Double G called today to give us the list of hunts he still has open for this fall.  Here they are.

Unit 12 Ranch Tags

12 Mature Bull/ Rifle or Muzzleloader

4 Early season Archery 

7 Cow elk
2 Mule Deer

 Unit 10 

2 Unit Wide Mature Bull Tags

4 Unit Wide Early season Archery

4 Unit Wide Cow

6 Ranch Only Mule Deer

Unit 34 Antelope

4 Ranch Only MB Antelope 

The following message is from Lee Vigil of Ute Creek Outfitters (big run on New Mexico information!):
I just wanted to pass on some exciting news about Ute Creek Outfitters.  As
you may recall, we lost our pronghorn ranch in Mosquero this season and I've
been searching wholeheartedly to replace this hunt.  Unfortunately, I have 
not been able to find a ranch that meets my trophy expectations until now.
We recently secured a 40,000 acre private ranch in northeastern NM, between
Clayton and Raton.  This ranch is exceptional and has greater trophy 
opportunity than the Mosquero ranch in my professional opinion.  I'm very
excited to have this ranch in our menu of trophy big game hunts, and we have
a long-term arrangement with the landowner which ensures we'll have this 
ranch more than just year to year.  I have available 10 permits on this
ranch with three of those currently committed.  I'm asking that OC be
engaged in marketing these remaining hunts. I'm also confident that book 
bucks will be harvested for the 2007 season.  In 2006, the rancher reported
four B & C bucks harvested.  Moreover, we are also in the process of securing
three private ranches for the 2008 season, close to 100,000 acres in total 
with as many as 40 antelope permits to be availed.  The prices will vary, 
dependent upon the caliber of trophy potential.  I'll be working with
Leonard Sandoval our wildlife biologist on this determination.  These 
ranches are managed for trophy class bucks.  I'll keep you and the OC family
abreast of this situation as it evolves.

These private ranches are expensive propositions but we are paying for high
quality trophy class opportunities of which UCO has built a reputation on. 
The tags alone run from $1,800 to $2,500 per.  In order to make any money on
these hunts, we have to charge accordingly.  I'm asking $3,295 which
includes 2-day hunt, private landowner tag, 1:2 guide ratio, lunch provided 
in the field, transportation during the hunt, meat and trophy care.  The 
cost of the non-resident guaranteed license, dinner and lodging are not
included in the price as is the NM sales tax at 7%.  Hunters can be lodged 
in a local hotel in Clayton, NM of which special arrangements and prices can
be provided.  This hotel also offers a continental breakfast.  Dinner can
also be obtained at the few restaurants in Clayton.  We can help make those 
arrangements for clients.

I'm attaching a flyer I put together and hope you share this information
with the OC family before I put the information out to the general public.
If you have any questions on the above or attached please feel free to 
contact me.

Your friend in the outdoors, 

Lee
Last but, not least, I will leave you with a picture of our very own Jason Wisniewksi, who spent last week at his parent’s new home in Angel Fire, New Mexico.  Jason appears very fond of the tree stand they have put up for him!
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In the Outdoors,

Marc Glades
