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Notes from the President

 January 18, 2007
2008 Convention
We still have rooms available and from the list Tracey has handed me, we have a few of you who need to get yours reserved.  It seems as though I say this every year but, I cannot emphasize enough how BIG this year’s convention is going to be.  There are many new projects in the works right now that will be unveiled and you do not want to be left out.  Not to mention that this is our 20 year anniversary and there are even more special events planned than ever.  We have commitments so far from Big Antler Outfitters, Waterfall Resort and Ganglers to join us.  We have a list of more and will have at least six destinations in attendance.  Remember the Wild Game Feed of many conventions?  It’s baaaccckkk!!!!
Trust me – get your reservation made and join us for the best convention ever and the premier event of the year for OC franchisees.  E-mail Tracey or Claudia this weekend to get your room.
Current Specials
Tracey has created a “Current Specials” button on the front page on the agent’s site to keep you informed of special offers to OC franchisees.  These usually come out in NOTES first but, this will be a good archive of them until they are sold.  Speaking of specials, don’t forget the Costa Rica offer below.
Costa Rica Trip for OC!!

Don’t forget the Costa Rica trip we have worked out with Jungle Tarpon Lodge for the dates of Feb 25 – March 3, 2008.  Here were some notes from last week if you missed it:
From Laurence John:

Costa Rica we offer wholesalers 2 free with a group of 10 that can bring commissions of $12,000 per group.  We need to get more of your franchise owners down to see it!! 
They would overnight in San Jose and take the early morning van to the lodge on Day #2 and fish for that day and the next five days.  They would depart after breakfast on the 8th day.

Price = half of the rack rate = $1,495 each for all OC franchise owners.

I have chosen dates when the lodge can be exclusively OC.  Let me know how many you are going to try to woo in.

I would set up some stuff in San Jose for them and build in some Nature events as well. 

They would go through a cloud forest on the way in as well as visit a banana plantation.

I will include a hotel on their first night in San Jose and they can get their last night if they need one.  The cost is a bout $100 per night.

They would see gators, maybe manatee, thousands of birds and the monkeys will be hanging around the lodge and howling every evening and morning.

Kayaks would be available.  We would fish offshore in the AM, return to the lodge for lunch and relax and then fish under the jungle canopy in the rivers in the afternoon.

If wives came, they would be kept busy with the nature events.

Here is your chance to visit Costa Rica for half price.  Laurence is holding 14 spots for OC on this deal.  If you are interested in this trip let me know ASAP.  

New Destinations
This week I finished work with Born Free Charters of Nassau, Bahamas to bring them on board with OC.   Born Free offers three boats and fish right out of Nassau.  You can view their information at www.bornfreefishing.com.  They will be paying 15% commission on all charter boat trips and we will inspect them this spring.
Lodges, Guides and Outfitters
Backwoods Outfitters called me today to talk about their black bear hunts.  They had a great year last year and plan to do the same this year.  They need more hunters as they increased their allocation this year.  After we spoke for awhile he agreed to keep the 20% commission on spring bear hunts and offered to lower his hunt for OC franchise owners to sell from the current $3,750 to an incredible $2,850.  This makes this hunt very attractive as it is a two tag area.  With 20% discount an OC FO could take this trip for less than $2,500.  At this point we will change the rate sheet to reflect this price decrease and this should make for a great “show special” for all of you in shows right now.

------------
Tracey spoke with Hanz Meyer of Mountain Creek Outfitters this week and learned the following:

Hanz called and said he just purchased another camp.  You fly to Saskatoon and rent a car for the 3 hour drive to the camp.  They have a 4,500 square foot lodge there that was renovated 2 years ago - 300,000 acres of hunting area.

A lot of whitetail here are in the 170-180 class - some in 190's - average is 150's

He has 10 spots for Nov 10-15th, 10 spots the 17-22nd and 10 spots Dec 1-6.  

The hunt includes meals, lodging, guides, licenses, taxes, $4,850 – look for more info soon on the agent’s site.
------------
Harold Eby (OC-MD) reminded me this week that:

The newsletter sent out this week from Bristol Bay Outfitters spoke about Bob Martin, Thomas Samuels and John Crowder. They were the three hunters we booked through Outdoor Connection.  
------------
Quick report from Chris Lemke (OC-MN) whose clients hunted with Whispering Pine: 

I received a disc from Mike Fuge who mule deer hunted with Whispering Pine this fall.  His first try came back to him and the disc was wrecked - so he actually paid to send it (along with a survey and an awesome letter of endorsement) to me first class.  He said he saw much bigger dear -- but they weren't really trophy hunters -- just took the first respectable ones they could.  He says in his letter that this is the best hunt he has been on -- and he has been on many.
Chris Lemke
Have a great weekend those of you in shows (and all of you for that matter).  Make a few calls and rattle some cages – it’s sales time!

In the Outdoors,
Marc Glades
